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Importance of Plasma Half
Life

1. Indicates how quickly a drug is removed from the plasma
2. Indicates duration of action of a drug

3. It determines the frequency of dosing for a drug i.e. a drug
that a short half life will have to be given more frequently
than that drug that has a longer half lives

4. Knowledge of t1/2 of different drugs helps us to choose
between different drugs of a same group according to the
requirement of duration of action. For example different
Benzodiazepines have different half lives and we can chose
according to requirement of duration of sedation




